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2022 MERLOT 
s t e wa r t v i n e ya r d , n a pa va l l e y

Stewart Ranch down in northern Napa Carneros has its toes in the estuary south of Napa, and normally 
stays cool and breezy. 2022 however was a year with hot spells for the record books. We were more 

PRODUC TION:	

COMPOSITION:	

V INEYA R DS:	

270 cases

100% Merlot 

100% Stewart Ranch

A PPELL ATION:	 Napa, Carneros

ELEVATION:	 Sea level

COOPER  AGE:  40% new Seguin Moreau Icône Elegance barrels for 21 months

A LCOHOL:	 15.6% by volume

TA:	 5.8 g/L

pH: 3.68

fortunate than most, with our grapes in south Napa, but  it was a hot and difficult season with late frost and 
surprising tropical showers. Bud break was on April 4th, bloom came on May 19, and veraison on July 30th.  
It was crushed to tank on Sept 23 at 27.8 Brix, heated to 85o 4 days later and inoculated with VQ51 yeast, 
held to about 86o F  and pressed on Oct 7th. It went to bbls 2 days later and was dry enough to add ML 
bacteria on Nov 14. It’s first racking off lees was Jan 25th 2023, and it was racked 3 more times before 

bottling.

Pairs well with 
Merlot has both finesse and generosity, without the more driving tannins of a Cabernet, 
so it pairs well with roasted vegetables and mushrooms, sausages with fennel and 
pepper, chicken cacciatore, roast turkey, and of course grilled baby back pork ribs.

Aromas 
Effusive aromas of Bing Cherry, boysenberry and black tea open to dark chocolate 
and more jammy cherry

Tasting Notes 
Generous and varietally expressive, the rhubarb and black cherry flavors expand into a 
savory juicy core. A rich, lush, and earthy mid-palate bring blueberry and chocolate, 
with a seamless rounded finish.

Bottled 
Sterile bottled July 17, 2024




