BELTED VINES

2023 PINOT NOIR

STEWART VINEYARD, NAPA VALLEY

Stewart Ranch down in northern Napa Carneros has its toes in the estuary south of Napa, and stays cool
and breezy. We had plentiful winter rains in 2023 with cooler temperatures through the summer, so this
was perfect weather for making Pinot Noir. We had budbreak April 2, bloom June 4, and veraison Aug 9th,
almost 3 weeks later than 2022! Normal fog in the morning clearing in the afternoon weather proceeded
through the summer and into fall. Color finally started to pop and so we brought it in early in the morning
Sept 25th, crushed to bins for transfer to an open top tank and a 4 day cold soak. We inoculated with RB2
yeast on Sept 28th and pushed the temp to 820. It took off well, and it was pressed off on Oct 9 at -1.8 Brix,
and malolactic bacteria was added as it went to bbls. It was racked and SO2ed Dec 19th, and again in March
then it was racked for bottling July 11th. Power takes a back seat to delicacy with Pinot Noir, but in certain
sites, such as the Stewart Ranch, both can be achieved.

Pairs well with
Duck with cherry and wild mushroom polenta are just the beginning of
what menu items this wine would love to be served with.

Aromas

Darker Toffee, maple and berry jam nose, with a floral ripe peach aspect
as it open to rich dark caramel and black cherry, with the Francois Freres
clove and spice.

Tasting Notes
Lush texture and ripe tannins expand the mid palate from black cherry
and cola to a red currant and fruity berry finish.

Bottled
Sterile bottled July 17, 2024

- A(%WL Dﬂ’m, Winemaker.

PRODUCTION: 280 cases

COMPOSITION: 100% Pinot Noir

VINEYARDS: 100% Stewart Ranch

APPELLATION: Napa, Carneros BELTED VINES
’ ar

ELEVATION: Sea level

COOPERAGE: 40% new Francois Fréres French oak barrels for 10 months

ALCOHOL: 14.8% by volume

TA: 5.6 g/L PINOT NOIR
o Carneros, Napa Valley
2023

pH: 3.76
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